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Excavations Reveal History
of Colston Park
A backhoe digs for evidence of grave shafts in Colston Park. Archaeologists searched for 
human remains in the downtown Jeffersonville park, the site of a former Civil War and city 
cemetery. No human remains were found, but an extensive collection of pottery pieces 
and other items were unearthed.

After more than a dozen public involvement 
meetings on the topic, Bridge Type Selection 
for the new Downtown and East End Bridges 
is halfway complete. Having finished Steps 
One and Two of the process, which detailed 
development of design guidelines and bridge 
concepts, the design teams have been 
working to develop 
detailed bridge 
alternatives that fit 
within each of the 
unique landscapes.

The six alternatives 
that will be presented 
to the public at  
a series of open 
houses this month are designs that reflect 
comments received during Steps One and 
Two of the process. (Meeting information is 
in the box to the right.)

“Receiving comments from the public at the 
open houses, through the Web and from 
comment forms, has been essential in 
developing alternatives that the community 
will be pleased with in the long run,” said  

Dan Carrier, Project Manager for the East End 
Bridge design team.

During this third step of the process, the 
team also took into account information  
on each bridge option like long-term 
maintenance, cost and constructability. All  

of these elements 
were factors in 
deciding what type 
of bridge alternatives 
to create and what 
type of features  
they should have. 
The public will be 
able to review this 
information at the 

open houses and utilize that in their assessment 
of alternatives.

In the downtown location, there are four 
possible bridge types: box-girder, cable-stayed, 
arch and truss. Due to a lack of support from 
the community, a truss bridge will not be 
carried over into the alternatives. Although not 
everyone agreed, public sentiment seemed to 
favor that the final selection should be an open 

Continued page 2

BRIDGE TYPE  
SELECTION  

OPEN HOUSES

East End Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Tues., March 7, 2006 
3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Utica Community Center 
107 N. Fourth St. 
Utica, Ind. 

East End Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Thurs., March 9, 2006 
3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Brownsboro Best Western Inn 
4805 Brownsboro Rd. 
Louisville, Ky.

Downtown Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Tues., March 21, 2006 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Frazier Historical Arms Museum 
829 W. Main St. 
Louisville, Ky.

Downtown Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Thurs., March 23, 2006  
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
The 300 Spring Building 
300 Spring Street 
Jeffersonville, Ind.
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The two bridge concepts pictured here were 
popular with stakeholder groups and the 
public at-large during Step Two of the Bridge 
Type Selection Process. Design teams for the 
Downtown and East End Bridges will present 
Bridge Type alternatives at open houses in 
March as part of Step Three (see “Upcoming 
Events” on page 3). 

New Downtown and East 
End Bridges Take Shape
Continued from page 1 

Community Transportation Solutions Managers  
Oversee Bridges Project Design Teams

John Sacksteder
Project Manager

Upon graduation from the University of Louisville’s Speed 
Scientific School, John Sacksteder began his 28-year 

career at the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s Louisville District Office. 
While working at the Cabinet, Sacksteder served as director of Highway 
Design for 10 years, where he was responsible for oversight of all highway 
design projects in the state. He also served in several capacities in the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) and served as editor and writer for publications such as A Guide 
for the Development of Bicycle Facilities and A Guide for Achieving 
Flexibility in Highway Design.

In 2000, Sacksteder became an owner in HMB Professional Engineers 
(Frankfort, Ky.), where his responsibilities as principal-in-charge of 
Highway Design & Structures included oversight of all HMB highway 
design and environmental activities in Kentucky, Indiana, Alabama, 
Tennessee and West Virginia. In 2004, Sacksteder joined Community 
Transportation Solutions (CTS). He was named Project Manager jointly by 
Indiana and Kentucky in 2005.

Jim Hilton
Deputy Project Manager

Jim Hilton has over 35 years of experience in 
transportation engineering design, construction 
and corridor studies in accordance with the Indiana 

Department of Transportation (INDOT), the Kentucky Transportation 

Cabinet (KYTC) and Federal Highway Administration (U.S. Department of 
Transportation) guidelines. He began working on the Ohio River Bridges 
Project in the late 1990s as chief engineer during the Environmental 
Impact Statement phase. Hilton’s background includes project design 
management for the Ft. Wayne Bypass, U.S. 24/I-69 Interchange  
(Ft. Wayne, Ind.), I-265/I-65 Interchange Reconstruction (Clark Co., Ind.), 
and the Indianapolis Metropolitan Airport Reconstruction (Hamilton Co., 
Ind.).  Hilton previously served as vice president of the Transportation, 
Site Development and Industrial Divisions for SIECO, INC. (Columbus and 
Michigan City, Ind. and Lancaster Ohio).

Steve Nicaise
Deputy Project Manager

Steve Nicaise brings more than 20 years of experience 
in engineering to the Ohio River Bridges Project. Nicaise, 
who holds a Civil Engineering degree from the State 

University of New York at Buffalo, has experience in project management, 
highway and bridge design and construction, transportation planning and 
feasibility studies and airport projects.

Nicaise most recently served as a lead engineer for the Detroit 
International Bridge Crossing Project in Detroit, Mich., and as the 
deputy project manager of the Peace Bridge Expansion Project and 
the U.S. Route 219 Extension Projects in Buffalo, N.Y. Other significant 
projects that Nicaise managed included the Sofia Bypass Study in Sofia, 
Bulgaria, and the Stutson Street Bridge Project in Rochester, N.Y. Prior 
to working for Parsons, Nicaise worked for DiDonato Associates (New 
York) as a project engineer and also served as an assistant engineer at  
The Lane Construction Corporation (Meriden, Conn.).

structure that is not overwhelming or 
dominant in the landscape. 

“The challenge in the downtown location is 
designing a structure that complements the 
existing bridges, river and landscape, but 
employs modern, attractive architecture,” 
commented J.B. Williams, Project Manager 
for the Downtown Bridge design team.

The East End location could feature a cable-
stayed, arch or truss bridge. Similar to 
comments regarding the downtown location, 
there was little support in the East End for a 
truss bridge. Those expressing opinions 
preferred a structure with some transparency 
so that the view of the river and the landscape 
was not obstructed.

Attendees at the March open houses will be 

asked for their opinions on the alternatives and 
various elements of the structures. Designers 
will be interested to see which alternatives are 
preferred as well as what particular type of 
piers, cable-arrangement or towers are 
preferred. This information will be used by the 
design teams in narrowing down the number 
of alternatives and refining their designs.

In the final step of the process, area 
stakeholder groups will be asked their 
opinions of the narrowed alternatives. 
Images and renderings of the alternatives 
will also be posted on the project Web site. 
An Executive Oversight Committee, made 
up of Bi-State representatives, will use all 
of the information gathered in the Bridge 
Type Selection process to make the final 
decision about the types of bridges to build 
downtown and in the East End. 
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

East End Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Tues., March 7, 2006 
3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Utica Community Center 
107 N. Fourth St. 
Utica, Ind. 

East End Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Thurs., March 9, 2006 
3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Brownsboro Best Western Inn 
4805 Brownsboro Rd. 
Louisville, Ky. 

Downtown Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Tues., March 21, 2006 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Frazier Historical Arms Museum 
829 W. Main St. 
Louisville, Ky. 

Downtown Bridge 
Community Meeting 
Thurs., March 23, 2006 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The 300 Spring Building 
300 Spring Street 
Jeffersonville, Ind. 

Indiana Historic Preservation 
Advisory Team Meeting 
Wed., April 26, 2006 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
McCauley Nicolas Building 
702 North Shore Drive 
Jeffersonville, Ind.

Kentucky Historic Preservation 
Advisory Team Meeting 
Thurs., April 27, 2006 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
TARC Building 
1000 W. Broadway 
Louisville, Ky.

Lexington Community Meeting 
Highlights Kentucky DBE Activities
More than 40 people representing minority 
businesses, local government agencies and the 
public/private sector at large attended the 
Louisville-Southern Indiana Ohio River Bridges 
Project Kentucky Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise program’s Jan. 31 community meeting 
in Lexington. Louisville was the site of the first 
DBE community meeting, held Sept. 13, 2005.

The Kentucky DBE program’s four section 
coordinators presented an overview of the 
Bridges Project, reviewed the requirements for 
qualifying as a DBE firm and explained the 
progress and benefits of various initiatives 
sponsored by the DBE program. (Each design 
section on the Ohio River Bridges Project has a 
coordinator for all DBE-related activities.) 
Sharon Kendrick Williams, 
Kentucky DBE Program 
Manager, said the Lexington 
event was part of an 
ongoing campaign to  
share information about 
employment and mentoring 
opportunities on the nation’s 
fifth-largest transportation 
mega-project. 

“These community meetings 
allow us to cite the 
monumental opportunity 
presented by the Ohio  
River Bridges Project for 
disadvantaged, minority, 
women-owned and small businesses to secure 
contracts and master new skills,” Williams said. 

DBE database
An expanded database directory is being 
developed by the Bridges Project’s Kentucky 
DBE program. This Web-based resource, which 
will be linked to the Bridges Project’s Web site, 
allows registered users to search for DBE 
businesses throughout the state. The site will 
help users locate qualified DBEs, manage DBE 
projects and utilize the resources of qualified 
DBEs to their fullest. 

Right-of-way surveys 
In early 2006, the Kentucky DBE program sent  
a survey to all certified DBEs in Kentucky  
to explain opportunities in right-of-way 
assessment and appraisal, and to develop a list 
of businesses that might be interested in 
obtaining prequalification to perform right-of-
way work. Activities include appraisal of 

property, review appraisals, acquisition of 
property, relocations and property management. 
Legal activities are also potentially included for 
title research and property closure. Firms 
considered must have knowledge of the 
“Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition for Federal and Federally 
Assisted Programs, Final Rule,” and of 
acquisition under Kentucky’s Eminent  
Domain procedures. 

Section coordinator updates
Kennedy Interchange – At the end of 2005,  
it was reported that 14.4 percent of the firms 
working on the Kennedy Interchange design 
section are DBE firms. Maurice Sweeney, 
President of United Construction and  

Design Group, is the DBE 
coordinator for the Kennedy 
Interchange section. 

Downtown Bridge – Rohena 
Miller, DBE Coordinator  
for the Downtown Bridge 
design section and President 
of Niche Marketing, was 
elected president of the 
National Minority Business 
Enterprise Input Committee, 
a committee of the  
National Minority Supplier 
Development Council. In 
this capacity, Miller will 
have contact with thousands 

of minority business owners.

Kentucky East End – EHI Consultants, the firm 
coordinating DBE activities for the Kentucky 
East End Approach section, arranged for 
representatives from H.W. Lochner, Inc., to 
make a series of presentations at Lexington-
area high schools in October and November 
2005. In all, more than 500 students from Bryan 
Station, Woodford County and Dunbar High 
Schools attended the presentations. Ed Holmes 
is president and CEO of EHI Consultants.

East End Bridge – Louisville’s Business First 
newspaper ranked J.Y. Legner and Associates 
(JYLA) first on its list of the 50 fastest growing 
companies in Louisville. JYLA also was named  
a regional “Supplier of the Year” by the National 
Minority Supplier Development Council.  
Jozi Legner, president and CEO of JYLA, is  
DBE Coordinator of the East End Bridge  
design section.

Maurice Sweeney, DBE coordinator for the 
Kennedy Interchange Design Team, makes 
a presentation about opportunities in civil 
engineering to the Chestnut Street YMCA 
Black Achievers Group.
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SECTION DESIGN
UPDATES

Kennedy Interchange Section
•	 Phase I of the geotechnical field work was completed 

in late 2005 on a section of I-65 near “hospital curve.” 
Laboratory testing and engineering analysis are underway, 
and construction of this section should begin in 2006. Phase 
II of the geotechnical work is set to begin in Spring 2006.

•	 The Immediate Needs Report for the neighborhoods of 
Butchertown and Phoenix Hill has been completed. An 
Immediate Needs Report is a preliminary document to 
a Historic Preservation Plan, assisting designers in the 
awareness of historic aspects of adjoining neighborhoods. 
The Historic Preservation Plans for each neighborhood are 
expected by mid-2006.

Downtown Bridge Section
•	 The Downtown Bridge design section is currently in Step 

Three of the Four-Step Bridge Type Selection Process. 
During Step Three, a number of bridge type alternatives 
will be developed and analyzed and will be presented to the 
public in open house meetings on March 21 and 23.

Downtown Indiana Approach Section
•	 Crews recently began surveying along the bridge approach 

section in Jeffersonville. Work in the I-65 and U.S. 31 
corridor, from the Ohio River to Stansifer Avenue, is 
expected to be finished in the Spring of 2006.

Kentucky East End Approach Section
•	 Geotechnical surveying is nearly complete, with Phase 

3 of the boring program completed in January 2006. 
Geologic investigations should be concluded by late 2006.

•	 Surveying near Prospect and River Road is about 60 
percent complete and should be finished by late 2006.

•	 Construction on the U.S. 42/KY 841 interchange is expected 
to begin in mid-2006 and will take about a year to complete. 

•	 Work on the exploratory tunnel under U.S. 42 will begin after 
the U.S. 42/KY 841 interchange is complete. The exploratory 
tunnel is a small bore that will provide needed geotechnical 
information for the design of the ultimate tunnel.

East End Bridge Section
•	 The East End Bridge design section is currently in Step 

Three of the Four-Step Bridge Type Selection Process. 
During Step Three, a number of bridge type alternatives 
will be developed and analyzed and will be presented to 
the public in open house meetings on March 7 and 9.

Indiana East End Approach Section
•	 Archaeological and historical work is ongoing in the 

Indiana East End Approach section, near Utica. Some 
aerial photography has been done. Survey work is to begin 
in the Spring of 2006.

www.kyinbridges.com

Kentucky DBE program will seek to increase that number with visits to 
Owensboro, Paducah, Bowling Green and other locations around the state.

The KESP facilitates interaction between students and engineers from 
the Bridges Project in mentoring, job shadowing and employment and 
scholarship opportunities. The objectives of KESP include:
•	 Helping students grow in their knowledge and appreciation of civil 

engineering as a career
•	 Advising students as to the most appropriate school curriculum for a 

career in civil engineering
•	 Fostering relationships between engineers and high school students 

through mentoring and other forms of interaction
•	 Making scholarships available to selected students in the field of  

civil engineering

“One of the stated ‘big picture’ objectives for our DBE program is to have 
a positive and lasting economic effect on the entire region,” said Sharon 
K. Williams, the Bridges Project’s DBE Program Manager. “One good way 
to accomplish that is to help young people find their way to rewarding 
careers in engineering. That’s a tremendous legacy to leave behind, and I 
know everyone involved in the Bridges Project would be proud to have a 
hand in that. We must remember that this project has a lot more to offer 
our community than girders, cables, rivets and cement.”

“One important goal of the KESP is to expose minorities and women to the 
field of civil engineering through hands-on experience,” said Maurice 
Sweeney, the KESP coordinator for high schools and colleges and DBE 
coordinator for the Kennedy Interchange design team. 

“As the largest transportation engineering project our area has ever seen, 
we have a rare opportunity to use the Bridges Project as a real-life classroom 
for students who have an interest in this kind of work,” Sweeney said. “The 
KESP allows us to show students, firsthand, how rewarding a career in civil 
engineering can be.”

For a copy of the KESP brochures, contact Sharon K. Williams at  
Sharon.K.Williams@ctsgec.com.   

Scholars Program 
Encourages, Instructs 
Aspiring Civil Engineers
Continued from page 7

Drilling in the Depths
Work crews drill for geologic 
samples at one of the Indiana-
side shoreline pier locations 
for the East End Bridge. These 
samples, taken late last year, 
are being used to determine 
how the geology at the bottom 
of the river will affect the 
foundation designs for the East 
End Bridge. The drill apparatus 
is operated from a barge.  




